
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Three Advent Preludes Flor Peeters 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 126): 

Leader: Long ago, the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion 

People: It was said among the nations, "The Lord has done great  
  things for them." 

Leader: The LORD has done great things for us 

People: We rejoice, for the Lord has restored us. 

Leader: There are still many who sow in tears 

 People: Those who go out weeping shall come home with shouts  
  of joy! 

INTROIT Blow Ye the Trumpet Pinkham 

Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all 
the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh 
at hand. 

* HYMN 10 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  Winchester New 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

GREETINGS FROM PALISADES PRESBYTERY 
   Moderator Paul Talarico 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Eternal God, we know how strong your concern is for justice and 
righteousness.  We confess that all too often we hesitate to speak or  
act when we see people being treated unjustly.  Forgive us for the 
times when we have been happy to hear the gospel without truly  
living it.  Forgive us for basing our opinion of another person's  
worth on appearances, forgetting to see them as persons created in 
your image.  Heal, restore and bless us, as we pray in the name of  
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   The Schulzrinne Family 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened         
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 



 

 

* HYMN (in bulletin)  Hark a Thrilling Voice is Calling   

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-11 

ANTHEM        Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes   Mark Sirrett 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums.  
Nor his manners, nor his airs. Nor by anything he wears.  
Thou shalt know him when he comes.  
Not by his crown or by his gown.  
But his coming known shall be,  
by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON John 1:6-8, 19-28 

SERMON                              “Heroes” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY This is the Record of John Orlando Gibbons 

This is the record of John,  
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 
And he confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the Christ.  
 

And they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias?  
And he said, I am not. 
Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. 
 

Then said they unto him,   
What art thou? that we may give an answer unto them that sent us.  
What sayest thou of thyself? 
And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,  
Make straight the way of the Lord.    JOHN 1: 19-23 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 15 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers  Llangloffan 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Improvisation on “Merton”  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Belgian organist Flor Peeters (1903-1986) was a noted organ recitalist and composer. 
Among his more than 100 organ works are many settings of familiar hymn tunes.  
Daniel Pinkham (1923-2006) was Music Director Emeritus of historic King’s Chapel 
in Boston where he actively served from 1958 until 2000.  Pinkham was a prolific and 
versatile composer whose catalog includes four symphonies and other works for large 
ensembles; cantatas and oratorios; concertos and other works for solo instrument and 
orchestra.  Conductor, composer, pianist and organist, Mark Sirett (b. 1952) is the 
founding Artistic Director of the award-winning Cantabile Choirs of Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada.  He is a native of Kingston and holds both masters and doctoral degrees in 
choral conducting and pedagogy from the University of Iowa.  Dr. Sirett has taught at  
the University of Alberta, the University of Western Ontario and Queen’s University. 
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) was renowned in his time as the greatest composer of 
his generation. He served as organist for the British Chapel Royal and for Westminster 
Abbey until his untimely death at age 41 of apoplexy.  

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 61:1-11 (NRSV) 
 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and 
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide 
for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations 
of many generations. 5Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, 
foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines; 6but you shall be 
called priests of the LORD, you shall be named ministers of our God; you 
shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. 
7Because their shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their 
lot, therefore they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall  
be theirs. 8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I 
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the 
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult  
in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he  
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 (NRSV) 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed 



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the 
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Beneranda Baez, Captain 
 Nelson Baez                    Leida Rivera  Candida Urena 
 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to Ruling Elder Paul Talarico  
(First Presbyterian Church of Ramsey), who is currently serving as the 
Moderator of Palisades Presbytery.  We appreciate his presence with us  
n worship today. 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Janice Lee Piergentile. Janice and her 
husband Paul were married here at FPC in 2006 and have been members  
ever since. Their son Christian, now 5 and a half and daughter Gabriella,  
now almost 3, have been baptized here as well. She serves as a support staff 
to the church school with Paul, who has also served as a deacon. She also 
volunteered for hosting the homeless. A graduate of McGill University in 
Montreal and a practicing chiropractor in Paramus, Janice now enjoys her  
role as a mother more than anything. She and her family reside in Oradell. 

and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah 
said. 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, 
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, 
nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 



 

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Carolyn Milne, Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Phil Tamis, Mibs 
Wagner, Jae Yoo, Mercedes Zuluaga. Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: John Fraser, Tracey Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, Linda Heitner, Paul Kang, 
Nicole Kim, Arlene Mattis, Linda Moats, Charlene Niland, Frank Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Ilta Schulzrinne,  
Jeff Spady, Carolina Zuluaga. 
Co-Moderators: Elena Sepulveda & Candida Urena Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 

Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 




